




Charities spend over £1.1 Billion a year applying for funding, of which 63% of applications are unsuccessful. We do not want your application to become one of 
those statistics, so before completing our online form, we encourage you to read through this guidance outlining the projects we are looking to support. 

As a relatively small foundation, we are keen to work closely with local community led organisations to provide a range of support. Through partnership with our 
parent company, McCarthy Stone, and other supplier partners, we are able to access funds, resources, volunteers, and materials at little or no cost. 

The scale of the projects we look to take on is less important than the difference they will make to the community, so when reviewing applications we are looking 
to see evidence that your application makes a real impact on the lives of local people. 

In particular, our primary focus is on projects that combine our three key charitable aims. A strong application will be one that can demonstrate it will improve the 
health and wellbeing of older people, help young people through intergenerational activity, and contribute to regenerating the local community in which it is 
based. To help bring this to life we have included a case study of a recent project. 

Before you move to making an online expression of interest, please be confident that you can evidence the above. You can do this a range of ways, using case 
studies, user feedback, annual reports, online or offline media, and any other supporting evidence you have. We know that your time is valuable, so we continue to 
develop our application process to be as quick and straightforward as possible. 

Lastly, we want to help you, so if you feel that your project is a great candidate for support, but would like some help or require additional support with the process, 
please get in touch. 

I look forward to reading your application soon, 

Graeme Marsh, Foundation Manager 



• We are uniquely positioned to support the communities around the country to 

recover from the devastating impact of Covid-19. We have skills, resources, 

passion, and a shared interest in helping those suffering from isolation, 

hardship, and ill health. 

• The Foundation’s work will provide support for those who need it most, 

including older people facing isolation, loneliness, or poor health; young 

people who may be falling behind personally and academically; and 

communities in need of regeneration.

• A strong commitment to a social purpose, sustainability, and the wider 

communities we live and work in is key to our continued efforts to ensure 

everyone can enjoy a life that is fulfilling, independent, and connected to the 

communities they are part of.

We are committed to make that vision a reality…



The Foundation is led by a board of volunteer trustees, who oversee the governance of the charity, 

determine strategy, ensure compliance, and decide on grant awards and partnerships. 

The Operating Committee support the delivery of the Foundation objectives and is composed of a 

group of key stakeholders from within McCarthy Stone. They support the Foundation Manager 

with engagement and activities across the company. 

The Foundation Manager is responsible for daily operations and management of the Foundation 

and is a full-time staff member whose costs are covered by McCarthy Stone. 
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We aspire to deliver our mission with the highest standards of governance, compliance, and 

values possible. The McCarthy Stone Foundation is an independent registered Charitable 

Incorporated Organisation (CIO) in England and Wales reg no. 1191504. It is governed by a board 

of volunteer trustees, from McCarthy Stone and ‘independent’ members from outside the 

organisation. There is an Operating Committee, responsible for delivering on the charitable 

purposes, and daily operations are led by our full-time Foundation Manager. 
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Primary Focus

• Contributions to general appeals or circulars.

• Religious activity which is not for wider public benefit.

• Public bodies to carry out their statutory obligations.

• Activities which solely support animal welfare.

• Activities which have already taken place.

• Grant-making by other organisations.

• Privately owned and profit-distributing companies or limited 

partnerships. 

• Our primary focus is on projects where our three circles of 

purpose intersect. 

• Our secondary focus is on projects where two circles meet. 

• We accept applications from Charities, CICs, Community 

Groups or Social Enterprises. 

• Your work must be legally charitable, and we will only award 

unrestricted funds to registered charities. 

• You must have a governing document and a registered bank 

account for the organisation. 

• Grants are generally for amounts up to £5000. 
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The range of ways we can support 
community projects is diverse. 

Aside from direct funding, we are keen to 
offer additional help where it might be 
helpful to the success of the project. 

Through our network of partners, we are 
able to bring together volunteers, ranging 
from construction artisans through to 
volunteers with a wide range of experience 
and expertise. 

Where your project has opportunities for 
this, and where it is wanted, we will work 
with you to identify other ways in which we 
might be able to contribute. 



• Access Dorset initially received a £250 grant from the 

McCarthy Stone Foundation. 

• They work with a diverse range of isolated people, 

including older adults and young people with learning 

disabilities. 

• Through working together, we identified a project that 

meets our primary focus for support; to lay a new concrete 

base for the Access Dorset polytunnel. 

• This work will support the charity’s ‘Build, grow, cook’ 

project, providing activities for the service users, and 

producing food for the on-site café. 

• Working with our supplier partners at Woodmace, who are 

specialists in groundwork, we will be completing the work 

for the charity in June 2021. This will result in significant 

savings for the charity, and enable the project to be 

completed much faster. 

• The work will help regenerate community land, supporting 

the charity to continue engaging with older adults, often 

isolated, and younger people with learning difficulties. 
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• Trustees review applications quarterly. Cut-off dates for each round of applications will be publicised on the Foundation website and 
social media pages. 

• A copy of our Grant Making Policy will be sent to you with the link to the main application form. 

• Please include key details in your Expression of Interest, including: 
- Location 
- Charitable status 
- Funds raised to date (it’s perfectly ok if you haven’t got any funds raised, but a plan to do so is helpful). 
- Scope of Project 
- How your project meets our Primary Grant Focus 

• Once you have the required information, please get in touch using the Contact page at our website www.mccarthystonefoundation.org




